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Quaternary Perspectives on Climate 

Change, Natural Hazards and Civilization 

Nagoya, Japan 

27th July – 2nd August 2015 
 

The Congress sessions will address the themes of the five INQUA Commissions during six days of 

oral and poster presentations, plenary presentations, and side meetings. The scientific  program will 

be supplemented with social events at scenic spots, and of course, in the tradition of previous 

INQUA Congresses, several attractive field trips have been organised before, during, and after the 

Congress week. 

INQUA and the Organising Committee of the congress will offer limited financial assistance for 

Early Career Researchers (ECRs: less than 8 years since first PhD on 1 August, 2015) and scientists 

from developing countries with low GDP. INQUA support will partially cover the transportation 

and registration costs but will not cover accommodation, subsistence, and per-diem. 

CONGRESS 

DEADLINES: 
 20th December 2014: 

Deadline for abstract submission and 

financial support submission  

 

 28th February 2015: 

Deadline for early registration 

 

      Website 

 

 

Early Career 
Researchers (ECR) 
session at INQUA 

Congress 
 

The International Union for Quaternary Research 

(INQUA) is committed to developing the  next 

generation of Quaternary scientists. The inaugural 

INQUA Early Career Researcher (ECR) inter-

Congress meeting held in Wollongong, Australia, 

2013, allowed MSc/PhD candidates, Post-Doctoral 

researchers and research-active academics in the 

early stages of their careers (within 5 years of 

obtaining their PhD) to attend valuable workshops 

designed to assist ECRs with career development, to 

present their science and to gain invaluable 

mentoring from more senior scientists. The ECR 

session at the INQUA 2015 Congress will build on 

the inter-Congress ECR meeting providing an 

opportunity for ECRs to re-connect with, and 

develop new, peer networks. The ECR session, early 

in the conference, will also provide an opportunity 

for ECRs to have a “practise run” presentation prior 

to presenting in a Commission session related to 

their research. We welcome submissions related to 

all Commission themes and INQUA projects in this 

ECR session. 

 

It is easy to attend the ECR session: When you are 

submitting your abstract for your main session 

there is an option you may choose to also give a 

presentation at the ECR session. 
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INQUA-HaBCom Workshop ‘Palaeo-
anthropological perspectives on plant 
communities in South Asia’ conducted 
by the Sharma Centre For Heritage 
Education and French Institute of 
Pondicherry, 27th October – 2nd

November 2014 

Organisers: Kumar Akhilesh & Shanti Pappu 

(Sharma Centre of Heritage Education, India), 

Rathnasiri Premathilake (University of Kelaniya, 

Sri Lanka), Anupama Krishnamurthy & S.Prasad 

(The French Institute of Pondicherry, India).   

This training workshop, part of an ongoing project 

on palaeovegetation using phytoliths at 

Palaeolithic  archaeological sites in South Asia, 

focused on providing a holistic  perspective on 

phytoliths in the context of Quaternary 

palaeoenvironments and archaeology. These 

issues have been sparsely investigated in the 

context of South Asian Palaeolithic  sites, where 

phytoliths are of great importance o wing to the 

poor preservation of pollen and other proxies. In 

this context, excavations at Attirampakkam, Tamil 

Nadu, along the southeast coast of India, 

uncovered evidence of long-term occupation by 

prehistoric  populations spanning early to late 

Pleistocene. The earliest Acheulian levels, dated to 

around 1.5 Ma, provide evidence of the earliest 

Acheulian occupation of India. Preliminary 

studies indicate the presence of phytoliths from 

various horizons at this site with the potential for 

reconstructing palaeovegetation and hominin 

responses.   

The first workshop for a select group of 12 

students and ECRs, from India and Sri Lanka, 

hailing from both archaeological and botanical 

backgrounds, was held from 27 th October - 2nd 

November, at the French Institute o f Pondicherry 

(IFP), and Sharma Centre for Heritage Education 

(SCHE), Chennai. Teachers included scientists 

from the fields of botany, archaeology, 

anthropology and geology. The workshop 

focussed on laboratory studies of phytoliths, 

understanding lithic  knapping and microwear 

analysis of tool edge damage following use on 

plant materials. Two field trips were organised: 1) 

to understand grass ecology, field data collection 

strategies and stone tool usage on plant material, 

and 2) a site visit to  Attirampakkam. Poster 

presentations by participants enabled further 

discussion on their research.  

The workshop began with an introduction to 

Attirampakkam and prehistoric  sites in southeast 

India, by S .Pappu and K.Akhilesh. 

Palaeobotanical perspectives of this site were 

introduced by K.Anupama and R.Premathilake, 

who highlighted aspects of phytolith taphonomy. 

P.Ravichandran situated phytoliths in the context 

of grass ecology, leading to a discussion on the 

antiquity of grasslands in this region. Lectures by 

V.Prasad on the palaeoenvironmental and 

archaeological significance of phytoliths, drew 

examples from various sites in India. P.Binodini 

Devi brought in modern ecology and plant use in 

Manipur, with a focus on ethnobotany and 

ethnomedicine. The archaeological compo nent 

was expanded by N.Goren-Inbar who spoke on 

palaeobotanical remains from the Acheulian site 

of Gesher Benot Ya’qov, Israel, highlighting 

macrobotanical remains, ethnoarchaeology and 

conservation. D.Barboni highlighted phytolith 

studies drawing examples from Plio-Pleistocene 

hominin sites in east and central Africa. K.Rajan 

spoke on the context of the Iron-Age to Early 

Historic  Transition in South India. A.Casille raised 

methodological and theoretical issues in her study 

of water management in medieval central India. 

An overview of the geomorphological context of 

Attirampakkam and other prehistoric  sites in the 

region, by Y.Gunnell, was presented by S .Pappu. 

S .Balakrishnan provided an introduction to the 

properties of rocks and minerals used to make 

tools, leading to discussions on patination and 

issues related to conservation of phytoliths on tool 

edges.  

A field trip to Project Ecolake, Ousteri, under the 

guidance of P.Patel and L.Das, introduced 

participants to the identification of grasses and 

other herbs, while P.Sinha guided students in the 

use of tools on plant material (grasses and 

bamboo).  

A practical session introducing the fundamentals 

of stone tool manufacture and use was held, with 

practicals and video demos by K.Akhilesh.  

P.S inha provided an overview of concepts related 

to the study of lithics and microwear analysis. 

K.Akhilesh, P.Sinha and S .Pappu guided students 

in practical knapping sessions. Students examined 

polish and striations on tool edges following their 

use on plant material using polarising incident 

light microscopes, at the Pondicherry University 

under the guidance of P.S inha.  

A hands-on laboratory component focused on 

sediment treatment for phytolith studies, with 

demonstrations of various laboratory procedures 

and microscopy under the guidance of 

R.Premathilake, S .Prasad, G.Orukaimani and 

V.Prasad.  

In addition, a visit to the site of Attirampakkam 

was organised. A detailed description of the 

stratigraphy, geomorphology and archaeology of 

the site was provided by K.Akhilesh and S .Pappu, 

while R.Premathilake spoke about the phytoliths 

from archaeological horizons at the site.  

The workshop was very valuable by providing an 

introduction to the importance of phytolith 

studies at archaeological sites in South Asia. It 

enabled participants to obtain a basic  

understanding of theoretical and methodological 

issues in the study of phytoliths and facilitated a 

holistic  approach by uniting this study with 

various other disciplines. Discussions between 

teachers and participants enabled creation of 

research networks, which will allow exchange of 

information and ideas in future programmes. 

Fig. 3. Participants at Attirampakkam. 

Fig. 4. Collage of workshop activities. 




